Jittle to the tribute, But it was hearty

‘and generous. Mr. Irving neatiy ex-
& the feelings of himself and Miss
Terry when the insistent calls finally
 brought him before the curtain. He said:
- “] cannot express the deep and heart-
- ous and evidently sincere and apprecia-
welcome we have received from this
~ brilliant company. We have come a long
way to meet you, but it was worth com-
w. much longer than we did to be
greeted by such a t and appreciative
_ as this one. ng especially
for myself and on bebalf of Miss Terry and
each ail of us, [ desire to express our

t for the brilliant wel-

:

~ come you ven us, We are giad that
~our -{tbods l’n.a‘i“ you znd ‘l -
‘that we may have the honor and priv
of v 'yom w and ﬁ’..uu'kﬁ
- city at some future .

‘The verdict of all who saw Mr. krving as
by last night must be that
s is the most remarkable actor of the
era on the Englishepeaking stage.
Irving, when first he played Shy-
) undoubtedly & new
tradition. In early times Shylock had
been treated as a comic character—some-
thing as the Devil or Judas in the old
miracie plays --and even the laudable
change which Macklin made in rendering
him a serious and even a passionate
character, did not complete the image or
simulacrum which filled Shakespeare's
picturesque imagination. Mr, Irving went
10 the Mediterranean for his archetypal
Jew, and brought back an image full of
the dignity as well as the passion of the
East, Shakespeare had put into the
's mouth the words of a devout
to whom the Pentateuch is what
the Koran is to a Mohammedan., His ac-
curate knowledge of Old Testament history

This Jacod from one holy Abraham was—

The third possessor; aye, he was the third;
and his devout belief in Divine interposi-
tion in favor of any of the chosen race
such as when in the midst of his whirl-
wind of passion he pauses to thank God
for the series of disasters which have over-
wheiried Antonio, all show a man in
whom are great possibilities of personal
dominance even in a member of an out-
cast race which had in the sixteenth cen-
turdy its own counterpart ot the Ghetto
and the Pale of our own day in Rome

and in Russia. Shylock was a “‘gentle-
man" in the midst of the Venetian tur.
moil where “merchants most did congre-
gate,” and to those who last night saw the
greatest actor of his century sweep
on the stage with a commanding presence
which neither the yellow “badge of his
ribe!’ over his forehead nor the atfocta-
tion of & fawning manner could de-
stroy, it must have seemed as if one of
the greatest of all the great creation of the
master mind had stepped out of the poet’s
vages and become crystalized or material-
fsed into concrete shape. With the idea
of such a centrai dominant figure in his
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mind, and with also the idea of a female |

-

eounterpart of his own power as an actor |

and in a role which Shakespeare placed |

side by side with Shylock, as the original
bibliographers wrote the Old and the New
Testament in one volume, Mr, Irving
must have found the horizon of his artis-
tic effort widen as he advanced in his

work of producing the play, Thus 1t
was that the npicturesque surround.
fug of the dramatis personse be-

came evolved. Venice is one of the
few cities of old which today retains the
characteristic attributes of itsa madiseval
Loauty and splendor, Today the canals and
palages, the lagoons and bridges are as
they were when Machiavelli and Shake-
speare may have exchanged ideas. with
only the unewer colors of stucce and
mazble mellowed and refined by the sun-
shine and sunbeat of three centuries. Un
the stage of the Seattle theater last night
was shown for the first time the beauty of
Venice and its suburba, And any one to
whom pictures of the city on the sea are
familiar or who have passed in their gon-
dolas through the silent streets cuuld
have pointed out such familiar objects as
the Doge's Palace or the lioa of St
Mark.

Certainiy the artists have worked

sdmirabiy, for a more beautiful series of |

pictures has never been seen. But jet

Shere be no mistake; the play s not over- |

pidden or dominated by the scenic beauty.
All is truly beautiful; but it is beantiful
because the play allows of i, and its
beauty, 80 long as 1t is puitable, enhances
the pleasure of the audience and the force
of the play. For instance, thouzh the
opening scens of a public place and “Shy-
lock's house by a bridge™ are realities of
Venetian scene, the scenes at Beimont -
“Portia’s Home™ and “Portia's Garden”
are purely ideal, and are so intended dy the

poot, 0 that the eoft beauty of
shaded sun and falling moontight,
of terraced garden and flowine

Water may soothe the senses of the spec-
Sator 1o monid their wiil 1o the enjovment
- of that sensucus besuty which i the

1
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his frenzy at lus treatment by his daugh-
ter and st the loss of his treasure—all
which seem to have been accentuated by
the actor so as o allow of the finer play of
feeling which can only be shown in caimer
style—have given way jo the eold, deadiy
caim of the man who that his tri-

| seon to be gintted. Shylock esn now af-

ord to wait —nay, more, the very waiting is
in itseif en of the fiercest kind,
for it allows a prolonged gloating
over the pain woe of his victim.
The poet has raised his pug high into
the air in order that his may be the
greater, and so greas is that fall that those
who have momentarily hated hira for his
greed and the lust of his revenge feel their
rage turned to pity and their scorn to
sympathy as with bowed head and broken
mien he passes out, his woe-begone, agony-
drawn face leaving on the bebolder an im-
pression which no time can ever efface.
If an andience were only 10 see this one
look on the great actor’s face he wouid un-
donbtediv receive some of the same meed
and tribute of approvsl & was shown in
the positive tempest ‘ which
shook the building at the close of the
fourth act, Mr. William Terriss as Bas-
sanio was strong and forcible and graceful,
and Mr, Haviiand an impressive Antonio.

In showing such a play in Seattie and in
such a way Mr. Irving and Miss Terry
bave created a debt of gratitude on
the part of our city snd citizens to
whom art and all the sweetness which
follows art are dear. As the costume of

Venice was much the same as that of.

London in the Elzabethan perfod, the
audience of last night saw the play as
Shakespeare saw it in his own ‘theater,
with, of course, the additional advantage
that last night we had scenery and effects
of light and shade which were non-exist-
ant in the sixteenth century, but
which would have without doubt made
glad the heart of the poet. Al
together BSeattle has never seen such
a play or such acting, and the memory of
Iast night must be a lasting one. Tonight
the same play is to be repeated at Tacoma,
and as arrangements have been completed
to secure the return of visitors from Seat-
tle after the play, an added opportunity is
given to those who could not obtain places
for last night to see what they never saw
before and may never see again.

An effort was made to interview Mr,
Irving and Miss Terry between acts but
they were inaccessible owing to an inexor-
able rule of Mr.Irving's not to receive any-
one while on the stage, and even not to
allow anyone not connected with the pro-
duction upon thestage. Mr. Bram Stoker,
who has been for fifteen-years acting man-
ager for Mr, Irving, however, said that the
great actor was very much impressed with
what he had seen of the natural beauties of
this section of country, and that he felt
very grateful for the warm reception he
had met on the Pacific coast. The Ameri-
can four of the company will last until
about the end of March, when the
company will return to England., There
are over ninety people in the company,
which includes some of the best known
artists on the English stage, As to which
of Mr. Irving's many impersonations

he feit himeself strongest in, Mr.
Stoker said that he never had
heard him say snd he doubted

if he had ever answered that question un-
qualifiedly, nor the question as to which
of them he liked best to present, but of
the great characters he had pre-
sented oftenest perhaps Shylock and
Hamlet. His impersonation of S8hy-
lock was one of his greatest successes, and
on its first presentation by him at the
Lyceum theater in London in 1879 it had
the unparalelled run of 250 nights. Miss
Terry's greatest successes have been in
the presentation of Beatrice and Portia.
The company goes to Tacoma tonight,
where the *“Merchant of Venice” will
again be produced. The train will be held
after the play for the benefit of those from
this city who wish to attend. The com-
pany will go from Tacoma to 8t, Paul and
thence East,

FPARQUETTE, BOX AND BALCONY,

Some of the Fifteen Hundred Who Saw
the Cartain Rise.

The audience last night was seated by 8
o'clock, when the curtain rose. There
was no coming in and going out save of
the most unobstrusive kind between acts.
The people were there to enjoy the play
and didn’t want to miss a word, Among
those who were there were:

Box No. 1--Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Lowman,
?!rl. :n:;i Mrs. David Kellogg, Miss Emery,
J. 1% HHoge, T

Box No, 2-Hon. ). 8. Clarkson, Isaac
Trumvo, of San Francisco; Mr. and Mrs.

H. A. Nohie, Mr. and Mrs, L. S J. Hunt,
Mr. Browneli, of Everett,

Box No, 3--James P. Oberteuffer, Mre, |
Ferriss and Miss Ferriss, of Tacoma. A, W. !

Coleman,

Box No. 4--Hon. and Mrs. Jacob Farth,
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Terry, Miss Farth

Box No. 5-W. Marshali, Mrs. G.
Dougherty, Mrs. J. B. Joues, Misses Cal-
vert, all of Victoria.

Box No. 7--R. 8, Jones, Miss Jones, Mr.
and Mrs. George Shanuon, of Olympa;
Mr.and Mrs. A, W. Engle,

Hon, and M. John H. MoGraw, and
daughter; Mes. J. T, Lentay, Mrs, Chiambrs,
Dr, and Mes. Miller, of Victoria® Mrs. M. AL
Kellogg, Mrs. Cotlin, J. E. Boyd, George
Beckingher, wife and daughters: Mrs R
A. Dutier and daughters, E B. Wishaar
and son, Mre. anad Mrs. D. W, Sempile, Mra,
J. N, Harvey, Mr. and Mrs. Frank L.
uiin, ¢, M, Monohan, J. M. Dikeman,
woand Mre. W_ J, Roberts, A, A, Levy,
Mr. and Mra. M. J. Heft, &f Everett; L. J.
Stevens, Mr. and Mrs. E. H, Call, Mr. and
Mrs L. H. Pontias, Mr., and Mrs. E. P

Epler and sister, Mr. and Mrs. 1. G. Rich- |
vide, Mr. and Mrs, C. L. Webd, Miss |
; Webh, Master Webb, Mr. and Mrs. Will |
| H. Parry, Mr oand Mres, H. C. Summers,
P Mr. and Mrs. Jobin Rigby, Mr. and Mrs,
i K. F. Beechwr.

i daughter,

Mrs. James Sginner and
| and Mrss, J. D Lowman,
Miss Emory, Mr, and Mrs. E. Lobe, W.
Wood, H. C.. Kenna. C. H. Randall, Mr,
and Mrs L. Rockman, Mr. and Mrs. H.
Eaushore, H Hickiin, Miss A. Sprige,
Mr.and Mrs. H R Siauason, Mrs. Watson,
Mr and Mrs. W, E Carry, A. N, Thom-
san, Mra. F. A, Batiits, Mr. and Mrs. W.

Mr

E. Miller, Mr. and Mrs, W. H. Mar
tin, Mr, . Waatherby, Mra. Wilkinson
Mrs. E I, Towne, Mra. W. R. Towne
Mrs. W. L Geazam, Miss B, Lasrence, Dr.
and Mrs. J. Shaunnon, Mrs. J. W,
Dempsey, Mrs, S Kilieott, Mr. D,
& homson, Mrs. A M. Wallker,
Mrs. Ober, Mrs. A, Harter, Mrs

J. B. Brooks, Mz. W, H. Diil, Mise Wise
diss Grudl, Mr, and Mrs, Frank O

-
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