ORI BACK” FAOM
THE ST

Completes Bookings for North-
west Theatrical Circuit and
Arranges for Tours of Mme.
Calve and Florence Roberts,

]

Says: Mrs.. Fiske in¢'Leah
Kleschna,” Was Best Thing
He Saw—Seattle Theatre to
Be Burlesque House.

© John Cort, general manager of the
Northwest - Theatrical Association, and
“manager of the Grand Opera House in
Seattle, returned. vesterday .{rom 'New
York, where he has been for nine weeks,
booking attractions for next season for
the t]\ea.tres in"the circuit he manages,
arranging for .the Mme. Calve and Tlor-
ence Roberts tours. and. securing attrac-
tions for the Seattle Theatre, which the
syndicate will take over September 1.
He was accompanied by Mrs. Cort and
his niece, Miss Geoffrey.

“QOf all the fine attractxonﬁ I saw in
New York I consider Mrs, TFiske in
‘Leah Kleschna' the best,” said Manager
Cort. *“Her play this season is the best
she "has ever appeared in. It is agreat.
Next in importance, I think, was David
‘Warfield in the ‘Music. Master,” . Heir of
the Hurrah,’ ‘College Widow,’ and among
the mu'zmal novelties, George Cohn in
la., Joknnie 'Jones.'’

* Pine™hot of Attractionn.

Ar. Cort siays- he has booked for the
Northwestern circuit the best attrac-
tions that travel. He promises Seattle
vlaygoers a season of amusement that
has never been- excelled::. The business
of the Association has grown to such an
extent that “he found it necesdary to
open a’ permanent New York office, on.
the tenth floor of the New Amsterdam
Theatre, placing IE. A. Weil in charge.
.My trip - was delayed longer than
usual’ said Mr.  Cort, “because of the
uncertainty as to what prominent man-
agers would do, many being in Europe
looking for novelties and not returning
until- June 5. ' The bookings therefore
wers not completed until that time.”

THe books and the contracts made
in- New York were_sent out by express
and have not'arrived here. The Times
will; “'on -Sunday. morning. anotnce the
_full circuit. bookings for next season.

Plorence Roberts’ Tour..

Mr. Cort. who will manager Florence.
Roberts this season, has secured for her
the Paul Armstrong problem play, “Ann
LaMont,” which is full of strong situa-
tions. Armstronﬂ' is ther author ’-of
‘Heir. to. the Turrah,” an attraction that
has Dbeen playing to bix business at t
Hudson Theatre, New York, for the past
-six month‘: and will prob'rbly remain all
" Summer. \Mri Cort says-he is having a
new production made in New. York at a
cost of, $5,000. - The popular star will be
supported’ by Max Figman. H. 'S. Nor-
throp, Robert McWade ‘and a complete
metropelitan company.
~ The season opens conference Week in
Salt Lake City, October 2.: From there
.the cities ‘of the Oregon Short Tine will
.be  plaved. followed by ' Portland. up
“Sound  to . Tacoma and ‘British Columbia
cities, reaching Seattle for four mights,
then to St. Paul Mineapolis,. Omabha,
Kansas City," Salt Yake City and:- the
large “cities .of the South. From New
Orleans the company will play north to
Denver, west to Tos 'Ange]es\and will
close the.second week 'inMarch at the
Columbia “Theatre ‘in ° San _ Francisco.
From ‘there the company_ will be taken
‘to New York'to open a7} ng cngagement
Da.ster iweek. .

:lowed by -Montreal.: v
and’ other “lange: cities. of the country.
She..will. reach - Seattle.. January. 22 and
if- the new Moore Theatre isfinished by
that- timé; .Calve | will open ity :Calve. is
to give i’orty concerts in -all, and th{rty-
four of this pumber have’ been guaran-
teed. The success of the tou ﬁna.ncx-
ally. .is- already dssured.’

v While-in the East. wmh S. hronberg.
his partner. in-the. Calve tour, Mr.:Cort
signed. contracts with Damrosch and his
orchestra. ‘for a tour-of twenty-five con-
certs prior to' his annual -New -Tork
engagement. . The ' o‘rchestra will’ come
no_ further west than St. Louis. The
following season it is expected to bring
him to the Coast. 4 -4

‘“To ¥lay. Burlnsque. !

The Seattle Theatre” will be “opened
under the management of the Northwest
Theatricsl  Association on _August. 27,
and will ‘be -devoted ent]relv to  bur-
lesque. Mr. Cort arranged with the Em-
pire Burlesque 7Circuit, comprising  the
leading burlesque atiractions of - the
‘East. to extend the burlesque wheel to
the Pacific Coast, takin-~ in Butte, Spo-
Kane,” Seattle, Portland, San Francisco,
Salt Dhake, Denver and: Kansas - City.
There .are forty theatres in- the circuit
in as many cities, ‘and the tour makes
it possible for companies to open simuil-
taneously in each city and. then- gradu-
.ally move.on around the -wheel. This
means that there will be a new.burlesque
company at the Seattle every week for
forty weks. Popular prices of 75c to
25¢ “will prevail. Each company carries
from thirty-five to xorty people.

After the three nights' engagement of
the Frawleys. at- the Grand, the middle
of next month. that theatre will remaih
dark until the opening of the new sea-
son, September 1., Wilton Lackaye in
“The Pit.” .will be ;the offering for the
first prodnction of ‘the new season.

Mr.  Cort savs his_trip was one of
the most pleasant he has ever taken,. al-
thoueh he was very busy eyery day of
the time he was gone.

Well Enown in East.

*“Y was surprised,” -he said, “to learn
that so wmuch is known in New York.of
the theatrical business of the Coast:
The main surprise came in-the fact that
there, was -a general clamor all the
time for big companies to reach this
eircuit. They are appreciating more
than ever that. the Northwest brings
good business and the big chain of the-
atres managed. by the association makes
it possible for a company to remain in
this section, with short jumps, for a
veriod of from two_ to three months,
The importance of the association and
what it means_to the theatregoers of
the Northwest iis as well. if not better,
known in New York than it is right here
in Seattle, where the =association was
‘formed and where its business is dome.”




